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Subject: Distribution of the Report of the Third Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating 
Committee for the Near East Region (ALINORM 05/28/40) 

The report of the Third Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for the Near East Region will be 
considered by the 28th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Rome, Italy, 4 – 9 July 2005). 

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 28TH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

Proposed Draft Regional Guidelines at Step 5/8 of the Elaboration Procedure 

1. Proposed draft Regional Guidelines for National Codex Committee and Codex Contact Point (para. 
66, Appendix V).. 

Proposed Draft Regional Standards at Step 5 of the Elaboration Procedure 

2. Proposed draft Regional Standard for Canned Humus with Tehena (Processed Chick Peas with 
Tehena),(para. 34, Appendix III); 

3. Proposed draft Regional Standard for Canned Foul Medames (Processed Fava Beans), (para. 43, 
Appendix III); 

4. Proposed draft Regional Standard for Tehena, advanced to Step 5 of the Codex Procedure (para. 53,  
Appendix III). 

Governments and interested international organizations in observer status with Codex wishing to propose 
amendments or comments on the above documents should do so in writing in conformity with the Uniform 
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts and Guide to the Consideration of 
Standards at Step 8 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standard including Consideration of any 
Statements relating to Economic Impact (see Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius). Comments 
should be forwarded to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 
00100 Rome, Italy (fax +39 06 57054593; e-mail  codex@fao.org), preferably by e-mail, not later than 10 
May 2005. 

 

 



ALINORM 05/28/40 

 

iii

Contents 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS .......................................................................................................  page iv 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ................................................................................................................  page  vi 
REPORT OF THE 3RD SESSION OF THE FAO/WHO COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
FOR THE NEAR EAST REGION .........................................................................................................  page   1 
SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK ..........................................................................................................  page  23 
 Paragraph 

INTRODUCTION ...............................................................................................................................  1 
OPENING OF THE SESSION ...............................................................................................................    2 -   4 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1) ................................................................................    5 -   7 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND  
OTHER CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 2) ..............................................................................    8 -  14 
REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF FAO AND WHO COMPLEMENTARY TO THE WORK OF THE  
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION (Agenda Item 3a)  ..............................................................   15 -  19 
PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS AT STEP 4 (Agenda Item 4) .......................   20 -  22 
PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARD FOR PROCESSED CHICKPEAS (HUMUS) (Agenda Item 4a) .............   23 -  34 
PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARD FOR PROCESSED FAVA BEANS 
(FOUL MEDEMES) (Agenda Item 4b) ..............................................................................................   35 -  43 
PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL CODE OF PRACTICE 
FOR STREET-VENDED FOODS (Agenda Item 4c) ............................................................................   44 -  47 
PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARD FOR TEHENA (Agenda Item 4d) .....................................................   48 -  53 
PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL GUIDELINES FOR CODEX CONTACT POINTS AND  
NATIONAL CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 4e) .......................................................................   54 -  66 
DISCUSSION PAPER ON MUTUAL RECOGNITION AGREEMENTS BETWEEN  
NEAR EAST COUNTRIES ON IMPORT/EXPORT ACCREDITATION (Agenda Item 5) .........................   67 -  70 
INFORMATION AND REPORT ON THE FOOD CONTROL AND FOOD SAFETY ISSUES,  
INCLUDING CODEX STANDARDS (Agenda Item 6) ..........................................................................   71 – 121 
CONSUMER PARTICIPATION IN FOOD SATNDARDS SETTING AT THE CODEX  
AND NATIONAL LEVEL (Agenda Item 7) .........................................................................................  122 – 148 
INFORMATION ON CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION (Agenda Item 8)   149 – 155 
NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 9) ..................................................................  156 
OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 10) .............................................................  157 - 166 
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 11)..................................................................  167 

APPENDICES 
APPENDIX I :LIST OF PARTICIPANTS ..............................................................................................  page  24 
APPENDIX II : PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARD FOR CANNED HUMUS WITH TEHENA  
(PROCESSED CHICKPEAS WITH TEHENA) ........................................................................................  page  32 
APPENDIX III : PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARD FOR CANNED FOUL MEDAMES  
(PROCESSED FAVA BEANS) .............................................................................................................  page  35 
APPENDIX IV : PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARD FOR TEHENA .......................................  page  38 
APPENDIX V : PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL GUIDELINES FOR CODEX CONTACT POINTS  
AND NATIONAL CODEX COMMITTEES ............................................................................................  page  40 
 



ALINORM 05/28/40 
 

 

iv 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Third Session of the Coordinating Committee for the Near East Region reached the following 
conclusions: 

Matters for Adoption by the 28th Session of the Commission 

The Coordinating Committee agreed to forward : 

• the proposed draft Regional Guidelines for Codex Contact Points and National Codex Committee for 
adoption at Step 5/8, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7 (see paras 54-66 and Appendix V); 

• the re-named proposed draft Regional Standard for Canned Humus with Tehena (Processed Chickpeas 
with Tehena) for adoption at Step 5 (see paras 23-34 and Appendix II); 

• the re-named proposed draft Regional Standard for Canned Foul Medames (Processed Fava Beans) for 
adoption at Step 5 (see paras 35-43 and Appendix III); 

• the proposed draft Regional Standard for Tehena for adoption at Step 5 (see paras 48-53 and Appendix 
IV). 

Matters of Interest to the  28th Session of the Commission 

The Coordinating Committee: 

• Agreed to finalize the standards for Canned Humus with Tehena (Processed Chick Peas with Tehena), 
Canned Foul Medames (Processed Fava Beans) and Tehena as regional standards and to consider 
preparing proposals for new work on their conversion to international standards at a later date (see 
paras 20-22); 

• Reaffirmed the central role of the Regional Coordinating Committees in facilitating intra-regional 
coordination between countries on the work of the Commission as well as the matters related food 
safety and food control at the regional and national level (see paras 10-12);  

• Unanimously agreed to recommend to the 28th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission that 
Jordan be reappointed for a second term as Regional Coordinator for the Near East (see para. 156). 

Matters of Interest to other Committees 

Codex Committee on General Principles 

The Coordinating Committee: 

• Agreed that there was a continuous need for a Code of Ethics within Codex. The Code was 
particularly important for developing countries in the Region that were net food importers and that did 
not have appropriate food import inspection facilities to prevent the imports of sub-standard or unsafe 
foods (see paras 13-14). 

Other Matters 

The Coordinating Committee: 

• Agreed that the proposed draft Regional Code of Practice for Street-Vended foods needed further 
work and decided to return it to Step 2 for redrafting by an electronic Working Group for circulation, 
comments and further consideration at Step 4 at its next Session (see paras 44-47); 

• Recommended to include in the agenda of its next Session an item on the exchange of experiences in 
the Region in the development and application of mutual recognition and equivalence 
agreements/protocols (see para. 166); 

• Expressed its gratitude to FAO and WHO for carrying out activities related to the provision of 
scientific advice and for their extensive capacity building activities to assist the countries of the region 
in improving their national food control systems (see paras 15-19 and 149-155); 

• Exchanged updated information on food control and food safety issues in the Near East region and on 
consumers participation in Codex work (see paras 71-148); 
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• Agreed that the countries in the Region should be encouraged to promote the use of generic HACCP 
models when addressing the safety of traditional popular foods and requested FAO and WHO to 
provide assistance in their effort (see paras 157-161); 

• Agreed to discuss a paper on the promotion and use of electronic certification in the Region at its next 
session (see para. 162); 

• Agreed to bring to the attention of the Commission the view expressed by some delegation on the 
development of a Codex Standard for Parmesan Cheese (see paras 163-165). 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS REPORT 

 
ADI/MRL Acceptable Daily Intake/Maximum Residue Limits 
CAC/GL Codex Alimentarius Commission / Guidelines 
CCNEA FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for the Near East 
CCFAC Codex Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants 
CCFICS Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 
CCPFV  Codex Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables 
CCRVDF Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods 
CODEX STAN Codex Standard 
CRD  Conference Room Document 
EDTA  ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid 
FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
GAP  Good Agricultural Practices 
GCC  Gulf Cooperation Council 
GMOs  Genetically Modified Organisms 
HACCP Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point 
INS  International Numbering System 
JECFA  Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives 
JEMRA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meetings on Microbiological Risk Assessment 
JMPR  Joint FAO/WHO Meetings on Pesticides Residues  
OIE  World Organization for Animal Health 
SLDBs  Small and/or Less Developed Businesses 
SPS  Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (WTO Agreement on the Application of) 
STDF  Standards and Trade Development Facility 
TBT  Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO Agreement on the Application of) 
WHO  World Health Organization 
WHO/EMRO World Health Organization/Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean 
WTO  World Trade Organization 
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Syrian Arab Republic 

142. The Consumer Protection Association was created recently in the Syrian Arab Republic, in Damascus 
more precisely at the beginning of 2002, while its Statutes were issued in 2003. It deals mainly at present with 
publishing comments and information in local newspapers on issues of interest to consumers, in addition to 
raising awareness through the various media. The Association is a member of the National Codex Committee. 
Also, a representative of the Association has been designated to the Standing Standards Committee. Therefore, 
its activities remain limited and needs to be strengthened and promoted. In the meantime, some governmental 
departments play the consumer protection role by controlling goods and products in the Syrian markets. 

Tunisia  

143. Consumers in Tunisia are represented through the Consumers Protection Defence Organization, which is 
an independent organization with various branches in the country and intervenes directly in food control by 
obtaining samples and analyzing them, then submitting files which prove technical and economic violations to 
concerned official agencies. The Organization has, among its members, specialized volunteers in various sectors 
such as physicians, pharmacists, engineers, veterinarians, etc. The Organization with its branches plays an 
important role in consumer awareness and guidance through audio visual and written mass media. The 
Organization is active officially with technical committees in preparing standards and is a member of the 
Tunisian Codex Committee by a Republican decision and in all its technical Codex National Committees. 

Palestine 

144. Consumer Protection Associations are widely spread across the West Bank provinces, while only one is 
active is the Gaza Strip. This in addition to the Consumer Protection Directorate in the Ministry of National 
Economy and the Food Industry Board. These associations work in close collaboration with the Food Control 
Directorate in the Ministry of Health and the Consumer Protection Directorate in the Ministry of National 
Economy, as well as the Standards Organization, in order to inform the official authorities about any smuggling 
in the Palestinian markets or inedible products. 

145. These associations are currently trying to unite all Palestinian associations. The official public authorities 
encourage these associations to focus on the grassroots level only, with no interference or participation from the 
public authorities in their management so as to complement or compete with their work. Furthermore, these 
associations undertake cultural activities for housewives and restaurant workers, in addition to unofficial market 
control. Finally, they publish bulletins and cultural newsletters related to food safety. 

Consumers International 

146. Consumer participation in Codex has long been accepted as a critical part of the decision-making process, 
as consumer protection lies at the heart of the Codex mission. Consumer International (CI), as the largest global 
coalition of consumer organisations, has tracked progress in improving opportunities for consumers in national 
codex consultative process since 1993 through a survey of CI members. 

147. The results of the 2004 survey have shown the following: CI participates in many Codex meetings and has 
contributed to many important debates on behalf of consumers. CI’s participation is welcomed and valued by 
many government delegations. Results of the 2004 survey note that consumer participation Codex remains 
strong. A total of 32 organisations, more than half of those responding to the survey, continue to attend Codex 
meeting as members of NGO delegations and/or governments. Compared to 1999, the 2004 survey suggests 
more respondents are aware of the work of national Codex contact points, and invitations to participate in 
national consultations are more common. Moreover, a greater proportion of those who participate (54%) report 
success in influencing government positions than in previous years. 
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148. However, nearly half of those participating do not report success and the findings overall show that the 
consultation process still needs improvements. The survey suggests that simply inviting, and even increasing, 
consumer input to Codex does not necessarily translate into real opportunities to influences government and 
Codex decisions. Many consumer organisations report that governments fail to present their position in advance 
or provide feedback on the decisions taken, such that meaningful dialogue can take place. In addition, many 
consumers groups report a troubling trend, that Codex consultations are increasingly influenced more by 
industry than consumer representatives. 

INFORMATION ON CAPACITY BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION (Agenda Item 8)14 

149. The Representative of FAO presented the document and informed the Committee about the recent and 
ongoing global and regional activities undertaken by FAO and WHO of interest to the countries of the Region.  
These, among others, included the Second Global Forum of Food Safety Regulators (GF-2) held in October 2004 
in Bangkok, Thailand; the upcoming electronic forum to consider the possible convening of a Third Global 
Forum; and the project for the Enhancement of Coffee Quality through Prevention of Mould Formation which 
aims to reduce mycotoxin contamination in coffee. 

150. The Representative indicated that FAO, WHO, OIE, WTO, and the World Bank had established a 
Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) in 2003 to coordinate the capacity building efforts of these 
organizations in the areas of food safety, plant, and animal health and to provide a funding mechanism for 
countries and stakeholders in meeting the obligations of the WTO SPS Agreement. Countries were encouraged 
to obtain information on how to apply for the Fund from www.standardsfacility.org 

151. The Committee was also informed about a number of tools available in Arabic which contain guidance 
and technical materials to be used by countries in capacity building.  They included the FAO/WHO publication 
“Assuring Food Safety and Quality - Guidelines for Strengthening National Food Control Systems” to enable 
national authorities to improve their food control systems and “Food Quality and Safety Systems - An FAO 
Training Manual on Food Hygiene and the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) System”.  It 
was noted that a Training Manual on Improving Participation in the Work of Codex and another manual on Food 
Safety Risk Analysis would be finalized very soon.  The Committee also noted FAO's ongoing regional and 
national projects and activities in relation to capacity building. 

152. The Representative of WHO highlighted the international and regional initiatives currently underway by 
WHO, as well as the tools and activities under development.  The Representative noted that WHO/EMRO has 
food safety programmes in all the Member States of the Eastern Mediterranean region and that the national 
Ministries of Health of the Region review these programmes with WHO every two years, and prioritize the food 
safety activities in which they would like to receive WHO support.  The Committee noted that the WHO 
regional plan of action for food safety was under implementation and that many countries had already 
commenced the development of food safety country profiles and that some countries of the Region had 
established national food safety committees.  The Representative listed several inter-country meetings organized 
to strengthen the capacity of the countries of the Region, including on the subjects of a regional food safety 
network and food borne disease surveillance.  The Representative also noted that guidelines for developing food 
legislation in the countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region were currently being finalized by WHO.    

153. The Committee called for increased synergy and coordination among the activities and projects 
undertaken by various organizations and donors in the countries of the Region.   

154. In response to a query regarding FAO's activities in improving the quality and safety of fresh fruits and 
vegetables in some countries of Latin America, the FAO Representative informed the Committee that the 
training materials prepared through this project were available in English from FAO's website and that FAO was 
in the process of seeking funding to implement a similar programme in the countries of the Near East region.   

155. The Committee expressed its appreciation to FAO and WHO for their extensive capacity building 
activities to assist the countries of the region in improving their national food control systems.   

                                                      
14  CX/NEA 05/3/13. 
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NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 9)15 

156. On the proposal of the Delegation of Libyan Arab Jamahirya, the Coordinating Committee unanimously 
agreed to recommend to the 28th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission that Jordan be reappointed for 
a second term as Regional Coordinator for the Near East. The Delegation of Jordan thanked all the countries for 
their support and accepted the nomination.  

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 10) 

Generic HACCP Models for Traditional Popular Foods in the Eastern Mediterranean Region16 

157. The Delegation of Jordan, referring to the Conference Room Document 8 prepared in collaboration with 
WHO/EMRO, emphasized the importance of promoting the use of HACCP based approach recommended by 
Codex in the manufacturing, distribution and use of some popular foods in many Arab countries.  The 
Delegation stated that generic HACCP models could be applied to ensure the safety of these foods, some of 
which were produced in small businesses or even in households. 

158. The Representative of FAO informed the Committee that an FAO/WHO Technical Meeting had been 
convened in Rome in December 2004 to review a draft document "Guidance to governments on the application 
of HACCP in small and/or less developed businesses (SLDBs)". The guidance document, on completion of the 
review process, would be made widely available in the Region.  

159. The Committee agreed that the present Conference Document provided a good starting point to raise 
awareness on this matter in the Region and encouraged Jordan and other countries to distribute and use the 
document to promote the application of HACCP models in SLDBs. 

160. The WHO Representative informed the Committee that WHO EMRO (Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean) will print “Generic HACCP Models for Traditional Popular Foods in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Region” and distribute it to member states of the Region. 

161. The Committee expressed the appreciation to the ongoing work of FAO and WHO in this area. The 
Committee agreed that the countries in the Region should be encouraged to promote the use of generic HACCP 
models when addressing the safety of traditional popular foods and requested FAO and WHO to provide 
assistance in their effort. 

Electronic certification 

162. The Delegation of Jordan proposed that the use of electronic certification should be promoted in the 
Region, recognising the work being made by the Codex Committee on Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems (CCFICS) in this area. The Delegation offered to prepare a discussion paper in this regard 
to explore concrete means to facilitate the implementation of electronic certification at the regional level. The 
Committee accepted this offer and agreed to discuss this matter at its next session. 

Codex Standard for Parmesan cheese17 

163. The Delegation of Egypt introduced the Conference Room Document 4 and expressed the view that the 
Commission should initiate new work on a Codex standard on Parmesan cheese, without further delay. The 
Delegation pointed out the name of Parmesan cheese was considered as generic in many countries of the world 
and that there was no impediment, legal or else, for Codex to develop an international standard for this product. 

164. Several delegations which spoke supported the view of the Delegation of Egypt.  The need for Codex 
standards for cheese(s) produced in the region was also mentioned.  The Committee agreed to bring to the 
attention of the Commission the views expressed during the present session by these delegations.  

                                                      
15  CX/NEA 05/3/14 and Corrigendum to the English and French version. 
16  CRD 8 (submission from Jordan). 
17  CRD 4 (submission from Egypt) 
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165. The Committee noted that the matter had been discussed at the 27th Session of the Commission in 2004. 
Since there had been no consensus on whether the Commission should initiate new work in this area, the matter 
would be discussed again at the 28th Session of the Commission in July 2005. 

Future Work 

166. In regard to its future work, the Coordinating Committee noted that it would discuss at its next Session the 
following matters, in addition to any specific items to be referred to Regional Coordinating Committees by the 
Commission or the Executive Committee: 

• Draft Regional Standards for Canned Humus with Tehena (Processed Chickpeas with Tehena), for 
Canned Processed Foul Medames (Processed Fava Beans) and for Tehena; 

• Proposed Draft Regional Code of Practice for Street-Vended Food; 

• Discussion paper on the promotion of electronic certification application on food imports in the 
Region; 

• Information exchange on the food control and food safety issues, including the use of Codex 
standards and of mutual recognition/equivalence agreements, and on consumer participation in food 
standards setting in the Region; 

• Information on capacity building activities by FAO and WHO in the Region. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 11) 

167. The Coordinating Committee was informed that the 4th Session of the Committee was tentatively 
scheduled to be held from 25 February – 1 March 2007.  The final dates and venue would be determined by the 
Codex Secretariat in consultation with the Host Country, subject to approval by the 28th Session of the 
Commission and confirmation at a later stage. 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

 

Subject matter Step Action by Document Reference in 
ALINORM 05/28/40 

Proposed Draft Regional Guidelines for 
Codex Contact Points and National Codex 
Committees 

Step 5/8 28th CAC para. 66 and Appendix V 

Proposed Draft Regional Standard for 
Canned Humus with Tehena (Processed 
Chickpeas with Tehena) 

Step 5 Governments 
28th CAC 

Governments 
4th CCNEA 

para. 34 and Appendix II 

Proposed Draft Regional Standard for 
Canned Foul Medames (Processed Fava 
Beans) 

Step 5 Governments 
28th CAC 

Governments 
4th CCNEA 

para. 43 and Appendix III 

Proposed Draft Regional Standard for 
Tehena 

Step 5 Governments 
28th CAC 

Governments 
4th CCNEA 

para. 53 and Appendix IV 

Proposed Draft Regional Code of Practice 
for Street-Vended Foods 

Step 2 Working Group led 
by Egypt 

4th CCNEA 

para. 47 

Nomination of Regional Coordinator - 28th CAC para. 156 

Discussion Paper on the Promotion of 
Electronic Certification Application on 
Food Imports in the Region 

- Jordan 
4th CCNEA 

para. 162 

Information and reports on Food Control 
and Food Safety Issues, including the Use 
of Codex Standards and of Mutual 
Recognition / Equivalence Agreements  

- Governments  
4th CCNEA 

para. 166 

Information on Consumer Participation in 
Food Standards Setting in the Region 

- Governments  
4th CCNEA 

para. 166 

Information on Capacity Building 
Activities by FAO and WHO in the 
Region 

- FAO/WHO 
4th CCNEA 

para. 166 

 


